
Cleared man on track for payout 


Nearly $2M for 13,991 days in custody 
is largest total state board has urged 


Megan Diskin 

Ventura County Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

The California Victim Compensation 
Board unanimously voted Thursday to 
recommend that the state Legislature 
give nearly $2 million to a man wrong¬ 
fully convicted of a 1978 Simi Valley 


double murder. 

At a meeting Thursday, the board’s 
staff recommended Craig Coley be com¬ 
pensated for the 13,991 days he spent in 
custody. At a rate of $140 a day, that 
amounts to $1,958,740. In support of the 
recommendation, the board staff cited 
penal code sections 1485.55 and 4904, 
which deal with compensating those 


who have been wrongful¬ 
ly convicted. 

It’s the largest payout 
the board has recom¬ 
mended, said Janice 
Mackey, the board’s pub¬ 
lic information officer. 

For Coley, the vote 
means he’s that much 
closer to gaining his independence. 

"It gives me a little bit of freedom,” he 
said. “It’s money. You can’t do anything 
without it. I don’t have the means to 
earn anything like that.” 


He said the money would help him 
buy a place to live and get a passport 
and a border collie. Coley, 70, sought out 
attorneys Ronald Kaye and Nick Brustin 
to help file his claim with the board. 

Kaye said at the meeting that the 
nightmare suffered by his 70-year-old 
client is beyond comprehension. 

“The fact that the Simi Valley chief of 
police, the actual district attorney of 
Ventura County, the governor of the 
state of California and now this board 

See COLEY, Page 7A 



Craig Coley 


14 hopefuls 
seek to get 
on ballots 
in Oxnard 

Nomination period ends 
for city’s recall election 

Wendy Leung 

Ventura County Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

On May 1, Oxnard voters will find a 
ballot crowded with up to 14 names in 
the recall special election that could 
oust four out of five of those who sit on 
the City Council. 

At the close of the nomination peri¬ 
od Thursday evening, 14 people had 
filed papers with hopes of replacing 
one of four incumbents. 

Those filing papers were Larry 
Stein, Daniel Chavez, Enrique Petris, 
Al Velasquez, Modesto “Morey” Na¬ 
varro, Ambrosio Casanova, Aaron 
Starr, Robert Lee Sumpter, Angel Gar¬ 
cia, John Ragan, Miguel Lopez, Miguel 
Martinez, Kari Cryder and Francine 
Castanon. 

Of those who have filed, Stein, Cha¬ 
vez, Petris, Velasquez, Navarro, Casa¬ 
nova, Sumpter, Ragan and Starr are 

See RECALL, Page 2A 


Khan exhibit comes 
to Reagan Library 



Patti Marion, left, a museum technician for the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library & Museum, hands Randle 
Swan, supervisory curator for the library, a Tsam mask as part of the Genghis Khan exhibit opening Friday in Simi 
Valley, photos by juan carlo/the star 


GETTING GOLD SPORTS, IB 



The United States’ Mikaela Shiffrin 
celebrates her first gold medal during 
the venue ceremony at the Women’s 
Giant Slalom at the Winter Olympics 
on Thursday in Pyeongchang, 

South Korea, jae c. hong/ap 


Display, which opens today and runs through Aug. 19, 
aims to show the public another side of historic ruler 


Mike Harris 

Ventura County Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Friday is the start of the Mongolian New Year, a fitting 
day for the world’s most extensive Genghis Khan exhibit 
to open at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library & Mu¬ 
seum in Simi Valley. 

The goal of the exhibit is to make the public aware of 
another side of Khan, the brutal conqueror who dom¬ 
inated three times more land in his lifetime —1162-1227 
— than either Julius Caesar or Alexander the Great, said 
library spokeswoman Melissa Giller. 

“Khan was also a civilizer and a lawmaker and a de- 
mocratizer, and that’s what we’re trying to show,” she 
said Thursday as the finishing touches were being put on 
the exhibit, which will run through Aug. 19. 

See EXHIBIT, Page 10A 



A display shows the typical attire for the army of 
Genghis Khan. The exhibit on the Mongolian ruler 
runs through Aug. 19. 


USA TODAY Visit us at vcstar.com 

Suspect in Florida high school massacre twitter.com @vcstar; instagram 

makes his first court appearance. 6A @vc_star; facebook.com/vcstar 
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Coastal: H 71°KL47° 
Inland: H 74°SL43° 
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EXPERIENCE MORE THAN 200 PRICELESS ARTIFACTS FROM AROUND T^E WORLD! 

EXPLORE THE CULTURE, THE CONQUEST, AND THE 13 # TH CENTURY DYNASTY THAT REAGANLIBRARY.COM/KHAN 
INVENTED PASSPORTS, PAPER MONEY, REVOLUTIONARY WEAPONRY, & MORE! 40 Presidential Dr. Simi Valiev • 800.410.8354 
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